
 

“I have come that you might have life, and have it to the full” John 10:10

ST. MARGARET MARY PARISH 
Annual Financial Report 2019 

Two New Pastoral Goals that will Make a Difference in 
years to come 

1 . Youth and Young Adul ts 
Ministry. Our parish has always been a 
home for families and youth. Many of our 
founding parishioners are proud of raising 
their children at St. Margaret Mary. It was 
here that their children encountered Christ 

and joined the pilgrimage of faith meeting 
wonderful people along the way.  
There are many new challenges facing parents, children, and young 
adults. The Youth and Young Adults Ministry will help young people 
to find a place where they can meet, build friendships with other 
believing Catholics, and grow in faith together. We hope that this 
ministry will be the launching point for a Catholic renewal for families 
as well. 

2. Alpha Program. Alpha is a program 
designed to ignite the flame of faith in young 
adults, especially in those who look for truth 
and meaning in life. We have Good News and 
we want to reach out and share it with 
whoever will listen! Alpha is the perfect place 
for someone to open the door to faith and take 
a look inside. Each session begins with a meal 
followed by a video and small group 
discussions. For many people today, this is the 
place to start.  
Alpha has proven to be an effective tool in 

many Christian and Catholic communities. We plan to offer this 
program in in the fall with the hope that it will help many current and 
future parishioners come to deeper faith. 

www.stmargaretmaryparish.ca
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St. Margaret Mary Parish - Pastor’s Report 

I am grateful to all parishioners who respond so generously to the needs of 
our community in caring for the parish and helping others through our 
outreach projects.  
Over the last year I have been impressed and inspired by the number of 
outstanding parishioners and groups that we have at St. Margaret Mary 
Parish. We are gifted with people of great faith and we are blessed with 

many dedicated parishioners who bring true LIFE to our community. We 
all work for Christ, participating in His mission of bringing hope and 

proclaiming the Good News.   
   
In this booklet you will read more about some great initiatives that already exist at St. Margaret Mary 
Parish and a few that are coming. These projects are possible because of the people who are most 
passionate about them. 

May God bless all our parishioners and each family! Thank you for your ongoing commitment to 
our parish! 

Father Jamroz, Father Arpee, the Finance Council (Don Benassi, Ida Hockridge, Kevin Hunt, 
Kathleen Leach, Lisa Bombini-Marsalla, Henry Rapcewicz) and Joe Pracsovics.

Giving that Makes the Mission Possible 
Renewing the way that we support the work of our parish 

Did you know that our church, in terms of finances, relies entirely on the weekly donations of 
generous parishioners? Most of our parishioners are not rich donors, but modest people who 
give generously because they see the good work of the church and want to support more 
efforts to evangelize and share the message and teachings of Jesus. 

Traditionally, we have always done this through 
the weekly envelope donations. However, this is 
becoming outdated. Many young people don’t 
make their transactions in cash. As a church we 
need to meet this new reality and offer options 
that people are comfortable with to make their 
offering each week.  

All parishioners are invited to consider moving 
their regular offerings to pre-authorized giving. 
There are numerous advantages for 
parishioners and the parish as outlined in the 
highlighted box on this page. Please take a 
look at them. 

One final thought is that pre-authorized giving 
does create a deeper link to the parish. It 
changes the way that we think about giving. 
Instead of getting to the end of the week and 
realizing that there isn’t much left, it encourages 
us to plan ahead and give our offerings at the 
beginning of the month, giving our first-fruits to 
God. 

It would be a big help to the parish if you would consider 
moving over to pre-authorized giving. If you have any other questions or would like more 
information please get in touch with one of the members of the finance council, contact the 
parish office, or chat with Father Jamroz or Father Arpee.  

Why should I participate in  
pre-authorized giving? 

Advantages for the donor: 
• Convenience. Your offering is received 

automatically every month. 
• Continual support of your parish when 

you are away. 

Advantages for the Parish: 
• Allows the parish to plan better having 

some sense of what income can be 
expected 

• Reduces fluctuations in income (i.e. 
during vacations and bad weather) 

• Reduction of paperwork and 
bookkeeping so that we can put our 
energy to better use. 



One Soul One Heart Capital Campaign 
Laying the Foundation for a Bright Future 

Striving to be responsible stewards of the treasures God 
has entrusted to us, last year we revealed in the Financial 
Report that we foresaw a number of extraordinary 
expenses on the horizon. As pointed out in the goals of the Capital Campaign, over the next years 
we will need to replace our sound system, air conditioning, support the Haiti mission, enhance 
youth ministry, and replace the church roof. Our minimum goal for these projects is $380.000. As 
of February 28th, 2020 we have achieved $320,970 total pledge commitments to our One Heart 
One Soul capital campaign. We are at 85% of our minimum goal. The good news is that the 
campaign is not over and we ask those who have been contemplating responding to this campaign 
to join the parish community and commit a gift at any level. Thank you for your generosity! 

Check out the Q & A below for more details. 

What is it? 
The Capital Campaign is a fundraising effort to help parishes complete major projects. From donations 
received, 75% will stay with the parish to meet 
their particular goals, 15% will go in a fund to 
support needy parishes in the Diocese, and 10% 
will go to Diocesan projects such as: University 
chaplaincy, prison ministry, hospital ministry, and 
the Ex Corde Foundation. 

How will it help the parish? 
As a parish family, the community of St. Margaret 
Mary has the chance to take an important step that 
moves the parish from simply “surviving” to 
thriving! Through this process, we are asking, “How 
can we be the best version of our parish?” 
This three year campaign gives us an avenue to begin answering this question brightening the future of 
the parish and contributing to important diocesan ministries. Our goals are intended to meet the physical 
needs of the church building, continue our support to  
our Haiti mission and enhance efforts to reach younger  
members of our parish. 

Why should I support this Campaign? 
Most of the funds raised are staying in the parish to help us meet upcoming necessary major expenses. 
Further, as part of the Hamilton Diocese we realize that we all benefit from the good works of other 
parishes and ministries throughout the Diocese. Helping each other we are all lifted up.  

Where will the funds go? 
The breakdown in the diagram on this page outlines our minimum goal plus roof replacement.  

Sound System
A/C
Haiti Commitment
Youth Ministry
Roof
Diocesan Goals

Nicole King,  RCIA Program 
“Growing up, Christian beliefs, and Jesus’ teachings were the foundation of 
my upbringing within my family. As I grew up I started to question the 
different denominations of Christianity.  Why? When? How? My research 
led me to the Holy Catholic Church, which is where I found my answers.  
Upon making the decision to become a Catholic I enrolled into the RCIA 
program at Saint Margret Mary Parish. My experience has been so much 
more than I was expecting, not only have I felt it's brought me closer to Jesus 
Christ but I feel I have found my home.”

John and Marnie Agapay, Parish Outreach 
“The parish street ministry, in collaboration with the Franciscan 
Sisters Poor of Jesus Christ, allows our family to reach out to 
our homeless brothers and sisters – to share with them our 
time and the blessings we have received. We hope to teach our 
kids, as well as remind us, the valuable lesson of being poor in 
spirit (Mt 5:3).  We always pray that people will see God’s love 

through our smile and presence.” 

Testimonials from our Parishioners 
How we are making a difference 

Marg Blair, Children’s  Liturgy  
“Children’s Liturgy has been an important ministry at St. Margaret Mary Parish for many, 
many years. Not only are the children, ages 4 to 8, given an opportunity to hear the 
scripture readings proclaimed and explained at their level, but they learn how God’s 
Word is adapted to their young lives. 
When I was asked to consider joining Children’s Liturgy almost 28 years ago, I   
panicked… I wasn’t a teacher so how could I be able to lead these children? With the 
help of an experienced partner, I quickly learned that the children not only eagerly ask 
for God’s help for their families and friends, but they also consider a sick grandparent or 
a fish who has recently died; they are all important to them. I absolutely adore sharing the 
word of God with the children: I feel that unbeknownst to me, it was the Holy Spirit who brought 
me to this ministry when I was asked to join.” 



Financial Summary for 2019 
Generosity and Sacrifice 

St. Margaret Mary Parish 
relies entirely on the 
generosity and support of 
parishioners to be able to 
m a k e i t a l l w o r k 
financially. Thank you! 
 This year we are 
again in the black! 
While there was decline 
in Total Income, there 
was substantial decrease 
in Total Expenses with 
the decrease in wages & 
benefits and diocesan 
collections, resulting 
inane increase in Net 
Income of $27,800 
versus 2018. 
 The accounts for Haiti 
and Parish Outreach are 
listed separately to reflect 
the reality that their 
income is generated 
independently from the 
rest of parish funds. 
 Last year we gave 
$27,881 for education in 
Haiti, $15,188 through 
Parish Outreach, and 
$ 1 , 2 0 0 t o G o o d 
Shepherd. 
 For all of those who 
supported us in 2019, 
thank you!

Income Actual 2019 Actual 2018 Actual 2017

Sunday Offering $370,777 $	 379,400 $	 368,590

Collections (Diocesan/
Building)

$23,150 $	 30,662 $	 18,815

All Other Income $102,611 $	 87,654 $	 79,405

Total Income $496,538 $ 497,716 $ 466,810

Expenses Actual 2019 Actual 2018 Actual 2017

Wages & Benefits $182,737 $	 206,257 $	 200,758

Operating $141,955 $	 141,045 $	 173,696

Diocesan Assessment $45,169 $	 46,710 $	 43,756

Major Improvements $13,801 $	 12,305 $	 14,525

Diocesan Collections/
Charity

$14,482 $	 20,822 $	 20,552

Total Expenses $398,144 $ 427,139 $ 453,287

Net Income  
(excluding Haiti & Outreach)

$98,394 $ 70,577 $ 13,523

Other Accounts Actual 2019 Actual 2018 Actual 2017

Haiti

     Actual Income $8,503 $	 16,831 $	 22,542

     Actual Paid Out $27,881 $	 27,852 $	 27,308

Outreach

     Actual Income $14,662 $	 16,093 $	 18,566

     Actual Expense $15,188 $	 13,298 $	 24,044
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